
OH TO BE BLESSED                                             
 I am not sure when the tradi0on of a father “blessing” his sons lost its way, but I haven’t 
seen it happen in my life0me.  We can go back to when God the Father blessed his son, 
Abraham, in Genesis 22:15-18.  There is a paJern that unfolds as we see Abraham bless his son 
Isaac in Genesis 25:5 and GOD Himself blesses Isaac in Genesis 25:11.  It con0nues with Isaac 
blessing his sons, Esau and Jacob, in Genesis chapters 27 and 28.  Again in Genesis 48 Jacob, 
now called Israel, blesses his son, Joseph, and his two sons.   So we can clearly see that this was 
a tradi0on set forth by God Himself.  Fathers were to bless their sons.     

 I am very troubled in my heart today for the way father and son rela0onships seem to 
exist in our society.  The week before this past Father’s day, my son, Russel, and I went to sell 
some of my sports jerseys and memorabilia at a swap meet.   We thought we could take 
advantage of the holiday only to find out quickly that we were sadly mistaken.  People 
con0nued to walk past us as we yelled out, “Get your Father’s Day giYs here!  Get your dad 
something he would really like, not another 0e or cologne.  Get him a jersey or a piece of sports 
history!” 

 It became apparent that no one held their fathers in high esteem, because people 
walked by with looks of disdain.  I asked a few folks quietly what they planned to get their dads 
for Father’s Day, and the responses were devasta0ng – everything from, “I don’t have a dad” to 
things I can’t print here.    

 Men, we need to take no0ce today and begin to get proac0ve in ge]ng back to the 
basic fundamentals of Fatherhood.  We need to put our children before ourselves.  There is no 
greater example to follow than that of GOD THE FATHER.  He taught us how to love our families 
and to be a blessing to them.   The texts found in Proverbs 22: 6 and Ephesians 6:4 come to 
mind.  These words challenge me to examine myself and see how I line up with the example set 
forth.   I realize that it starts with me and my heart.    

 James 1:12 sums it up quite nicely.  However, the whole chapter talks of discipline and 
spiritual maturity.  These things will assist us in being Godly fathers so that we can lead by our 
ac0ons.   OYen, we see the effects of children growing up without the guidance of a father and 
it isn’t preJy.     

 Gentlemen, I want to encourage you to join me in reestablishing the tradi0on of a father 
‘’blessing his son’’ and daughter for that maJer.   Let’s pray over our children and ask GOD to 
bless them as HE has us.         



               The other night I overheard my neighbors having a conversa0on about how this one 
guys father beat him years earlier and now he was going to do a beat down on his son.  He 
boasted about the family tradi0on of the respec0ve genera0ons being a father and son fighters 
club.  

 Is this what we what to teach our sons?    Think about it carefully -- Eternity is at stake.                                  


